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the protruding upstand into the 
shower wall tile/waterproofing detail. 
Strips bonded across the rounded 
side wall corners of shower trays 
and baths do not readily extend 
into the adjacent 90° wall corners, 
which causes tile deflection (Fig. 
2).  Likewise, where shower walls 
are not built square, an engagement 
of the off-set strip with the shower 
wall requires it to be bent back 
over the joint, which can also cause 
deflection in the bottom row of tiles. 
Rounded ledge corners result in 
perimeter ‘canals’ developing over 
the butyl adhesive upper face. This 
ponding effect feeds capillary action 
up the shower walls (see Figure 4). 
‘Stick-on’ upstand strips are installed 
by plumbers. Full responsibility for 
the waterproofing of tiling of wet 
areas over shower trays and baths 
should rest with one installer – the 
tiler.  These material compatibility 
and installation issues are inherent in 
the ‘stick-on’ upstand strip design. 
To eliminate these problems, a 
paradigm shift in the product design 
and installation practice is required.

GAME CHANGER
As a leading designer and manufacturer 
of movement joint seals committed to 
improving the state of art, Sealux has 
developed an upstand sealing system 
called HydroHALT that eliminates all the 
aforementioned problems associated 
with ‘stick-on’ butyl adhesive upstand 
sealing strips. 
The HydroHALT design sets aside the 
use of EPDM, butyl adhesive and the 
associated ‘stick-on’ installation method 
in favour of a more innovative solution 
that is superior in material composition, 
offers greater installation versatility and 
higher product performance.
HydroHALT combines a revolutionary 
upstand strip with Sealux-N and a 
backer rod. The HydroHALT sealing 
system complies with relevant best 
practices promoted in BS5385 and 
BS6213 in respect of the designing 
of movement joints to relieve built up 
stress; joint substrate preparation for 
sealant compatibility and adhesion; 
the proper selection and dimensional 
application of sealant; and the use 
of backer material to accommodate 
sealant flexibility.
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GERRY ROBINSON FROM SEALUX INVESTIGATES CURRENT UPSTAND SEALS FOR TRAYS AND 
BATHS AND TAKES A LOOK AT WHERE THE MARKET IS HEADING…

C
urrently, upstand seals most often 
take the form of an EPDM strip with 
a high tack adhesive bed pre-applied 

on one side that allows plumbers to stick 
the strip onto a shower tray or bath side wall 
before final installation against the adjacent 
walls (see Figure 1).
The part of the EPDM strip that extends 
above the ledge is intended to be 
sandwiched between the tile and wall.

CODES OF PRACTICE
There is no dedicated British Standard 
regulating the design or quality of upstand 
shower seals and, consequently, there is 
no recognised benchmark to determine the 
‘fitness for purpose’ of products promoted 
in the market. Relevant British Standards 
dealing with the sealing of movement joints 
in wet and damp conditions are BS 5385 
(Tiling) and BS 6213 (Sealants).

CURRENT PRACTICE
‘Stick-on’ EPDM strips have gained good 
traction in the market because, in the eyes 
of plumbers, they are affordable, simple 
to install and they prevent leaks. However, 
plumbers are not tilers, and the installation 
of EPDM sealing strips by plumbers has 
adverse consequences for tilers and best 
tiling practices.
There are two clear issues, as highlighted 
below. The first relates to the suitability 
of EPDM as a waterproofing material in 
tiling. The second relates to the ‘stick-on’ 
installation method, whereby the strip 
membrane is bonded to the shower tray or 
bath side wall.

• Problem 1: EPDM and butyl adhesive 
EPDM is not a suitable waterproofing 
material in tiling because it has a low surface 
energy that limits adhesion with sealants, 

tile adhesives and liquid waterproofing 
membranes. Fleece-faced polypropylene 
and polyethylene membranes are favoured 
by tile adhesive manufacturers because their 
fleece-roughened surfaces accommodate 
good mechanical adhesion with these tiling 
materials. The butyl adhesive bed on ‘stick-
on’ strips can react with a sealant applied 
into the tile/ledge joint, changing it from a 
high tack adhesive to a stringy soft cream 
(see Figure 3). While Aquastrap is ‘best 
in class’ in having factory-applied sealant 
isolation materials that protect against 
reactive sealants, the bottom line is that 
EPDM/butyl adhesive upstand strips are not 
tiling-friendly products. 

• Problem 2: the ‘stick-on’ installation 
method  Sticking strips to shower tray 
and bath side walls can create a range of 
difficulties for tilers who must integrate 

Spec-up on your shower seals!
A wide range of advantages
g HydroHALT eliminates the material incompatibility 
problems and installation limitations associated with 
butyl adhesive stick-on upstand strips. Advantages 
of HydroHALT include – 

It can be installed by:
•  Plumbers during installation of new trays and   
 baths (Fig. 5)
• Tilers into existing joints around new trays and   
 baths (Fig. 5)
• Tilers over tray and bath ledges in refurb   
 projects
• Tilers over trays and baths with integral up-  
 stands (Fig. 6)
• Tilers around low profile shower trays as low as 
 6mm (Fig. 7).

Other advantages of HydroHALT include:
•  It extends 100% into 90° wall corners – no tile   
 deflection
•  It eliminates ponding under tiles – no capillary   
 action
•  It accommodates deviating joint widths caused  
 by off-square shower walls
•  It’s compatible with both liquid and mat tanking  
 systems.
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“HydroHALT combines a revolutionary 
upstand strip with Sealux-N and a backer 
rod. The HydroHALT sealing system 
complies with relevant best practices 
promoted in BS5385 and BS6213.”


