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range of difficulties for tilers who must
integrate what the plumber has installed into
the shower waterproofing system - and then
guarantee the installation as ‘fit for purpose’.

Strips bonded across the rounded side wall
corners of shower trays and baths do not
readily extend into the adjacent 90° wall
corners causing tile deflection (Fig. 2).

Where shower walls are not built square, off-
set strip upstands must be bent back over the
joint which can also cause deflection in the
bottom row of tiles.

The rounded ledge corners of trays and baths
create perimeter ‘canals’ over the butyl
adhesive. This ponding effect feeds capillary
action up shower walls behind tiles (Fig. 4).

These material compatibility and installation
issues, not to mention an apparent failure to
meet BS 5385 Part 4:2015 Section 7.2.4.f in
respect of using curing sealants, are inherent
in the butyl adhesive ‘stick-on’ strip design.
To eliminate these problems a paradigm shift
in the product design and installation practice
is required.

A PARADIGM SHIFT IN UPSTAND SEALS

As a designer and manufacturer of movement
joint seals, Sealux in conjunction with their
German partners have developed an upstand
sealing system called HydroHALT that

eliminates all the aforementioned problems
associated with butyl adhesive upstand strips.

HydroHALT sets aside the use of EPDM, butyl
adhesive and the associated ‘stick-on’
installation method in favour of a more
innovative solution that is superior in material
composition, offers greater installation
versatility and higher product performance.

Fleece faced polypropylene and polyethylene
upstand strips are favoured by tile adhesive
manufacturers because their fleece
roughened surfaces accommodate good
mechanical adhesion with sealants, tile
adhesives and waterproofing membranes.

HydroHALT combines a revolutionary upstand
fleeced strip with Sealux-N and a backer rod.
The HydroHALT Sealing System complies with
relevant best practices promoted in BS5385
Wall and Floor Tiling and BS6213+A1:2010
Selection of Construction Sealants in respect
of:

• the designing of movement joints to
relieve built up stress

• joint substrate preparation for sealant
compatibility and adhesion

• the proper selection and dimensional
application of sealant

• use of backer material to accommodate
sealant flexibility

AWIDE RANGE OF ADVANTAGES

HydroHALT eliminates the material
incompatibility problems and installation
limitations associated with traditional stick-
on upstand strips.

Advantages of HydroHALT are:

• it can be installed by:

a. Plumbers during installation of new
trays and baths (Fig. 5)

b. Tilers into existing joints around new
trays and baths (Fig. 5)

c. Tilers over tray and bath ledges in
refurb projects

d. Tilers over trays and baths with
integral up-stands (Fig. 6)

e. Tilers around low profile shower
trays as low as 6mm (Fig. 7)

Other advantages of HydroHALT include:

• It extends 100% into 90° wall corners - no
tile deflection

• It eliminates ponding under tiles - no
capillary action

• It accommodates joints deviating in width
caused by off-square shower walls

• It is compatible with both liquid and mat
tanking systems
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GERRY ROBINSON, FROM SEALUX DISCUSSES THE IMPLICATIONS OF RECENTLY
REVISED BS 5385-4 WHICH NOW RECOMMENDS THAT AREAS SUBJECT TO
FREQUENT WETTING SUCH AS DOMESTIC SHOWERS SHOULD BE TANKED.

BS 5385-4:2015 was published in October
2015 and Section 7 dealing with ‘wet and
damp conditions’ now advises that in areas
not subject to continuous water immersion
but subject to frequent wetting, the basic
structure behind the tiles should be
watertight.

In response to this expected recommendation
most tile adhesive manufacturers now offer
tanking kits in the surface preparation
category of their portfolios, the vast majority
of which end up being installed over shower
trays and baths.

For specifiers, there is little merit specifying
the tanking of walls over shower trays and
baths without also specifying an appropriate
means of flexibly connecting the wall
waterproofing membrane to the ledge,
because that is where most leaks occur.

PROBLEMATIC CURRENT PRACTICES

Upstand seals for shower trays and baths
most often take the form of an EPDM or
fleeced upstand strip with a high tack butyl
adhesive bed longitudinally pre-applied onto
a lower portion of one side.

The plumber removes the butyl adhesive
release liner and bonds the strip to a shower
tray or bath side wall before final installation
against the adjacent walls. That part of the
strip that extends above the ledge is destined
to be sandwiched between the tile and wall.

There are two clear issues with current
practices. The first issue relates to material
compatibility: the second issue relates to ‘the
stick-on’ installation method whereby
upstand strip membranes are bonded to the
shower tray or bath sidewall.

PROBLEM 1: EPDM & BUTYL ADHESIVE

EPDM is not a suitable waterproofing
material in tiling because it has a low surface
energy that limits adhesion with sealants, tile
adhesives and liquid waterproofing
membranes (Fig. 1).

The butyl adhesive bed on ‘stick-on’ upstand
strips is a non-curing sealant that can react
with silicone applied into the tile/ledge joint
changing it from a high tack adhesive to a
stringy soft cream (Fig. 3). BS 5385-4:2015
advises that where movement joints are
subject to water immersion, water spray or
splash, the joints should be sealed with
curing sealants.

PROBLEM 2:THE ‘STICK-ON’
INSTALLATION METHOD

The installation process of bonding strips to
shower tray and bath side walls create a
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SPEC-UP ON YOUR SHOWER SEALS, IT’S THE
WEAKEST LINK IN YOUR WATERPROOFING SYSTEM!
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